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Duterte eases quarantine rules
in Metro Manila, other areas

MANILA (PNA) – President 
Duterte announced the relaxation of 
quarantine restrictions in the country as 
the government continued to battle the 
coronavirus disease 2019 (Covid-19).

In a public address, Duterte said 
General Community Quarantine (GCQ) 
will be imposed in Metro Manila, 
Davao City, Cagayan Valley, Central 
Luzon, Calabarzon, Pangasinan, and 
Albay starting June 1.

Duterte said the implementation of 
GCQ will remain in effect until the 
general situation is assessed.

The GCQ is a measure less 
restrictive than the Modified Enhanced 
Community Quarantine (MECQ).

“We are not happy to put you in 

this place but after review, maybe we 
can,” he said in his speech delivered 
Thursday night (May 28).

Duterte’s decision was based on the 
recommendation of the Inter-Agency 
Task Force for the Management of 
Emerging Infectious Diseases (IATF-
EID).

(continued on page 11)

DOJ lauds conviction of American
pedophile for human trafficking

(Story is on Page  2)

(Story is on Page 2)

PHL now has 32,000 coronavirus
testing capacity per day – Palace
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AIDING OFWs. Personnel of the Philippine Coast Guard and the Overseas 
Workers Welfare Administration assist overseas Filipino workers (OFWs) 
heading home to their provinces during a send-off at the departure area 
of Ninoy Aquino International Airport’s Terminal 2 on May 26, 2020. The 
Department of Labor and Employment vowed to send home 24,000 OFWs 
who were placed for 14 days in quarantine centers in Metro Manila after their 
arrival from abroad. (PNA photo by Avito C. Dalan)
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He attributed the enhanced national 
testing capacity to the “Trace, Test, 
Treat” or T3 Program which targets to 
ramp up testing capacity to 30,000 tests 
per day by putting up more swabbing 
centers and laboratory testing centers 
in strategic parts of the country.

“The goal we set, through the Test, 
Trace, Treat (T3) Coalition, was to 
reach a testing capacity of 30,000 by 
May 30,” Roque said. “Our first step 
to increasing the number of daily tests 
conducted is to expand our testing 
capacity. This means more accredited 
laboratories and more automated 
machines so that we are capable of 
testing up to 30,000 plus per day.”

He said the next step is to improve 
the efficiency “so that our laboratories 
are capable of using that capacity to the 
highest level possible”.

JEEPNEY IN ‘NEW NORMAL’. A plastic divider is placed inside a jeepney to protect drivers and 
passengers from coronavirus infection. This jeepney was travelling along Emilio Aguinaldo Highway 
in Imus, Cavite on May 29, 2020. Cavite is under general community quarantine (GCQ) from May 16 
to June 15, 2020. (PNA photo by Jess M. Escaros Jr.) 

MANILA (PNA) – Malacañang said 
the country’s testing capacity for the 
coronavirus disease 2019 (Covid-19) 
is now 32,000 tests a day.

“This is to clarify that I was referring 
to our national testing capacity, which 
is now at 32,000/day, when I earlier 
mentioned that we have already 
conducted and surpassed the 30,000 
target last May 20,” Presidential 
Spokesperson Harry Roque said.

In a recent virtual Laging Handa 
public briefing, Roque said the country 
surpassed its goal by having the 
capacity to conduct 32,100 polymerase 
chain reaction (PCR) tests since May 
20.

Citing government infographics, 
Roque said the country’s national 
testing capacity has increased six times 
from 5,000 on April 15 to 32,100 on 
May 20. (continued on page PB)

PHL coronavirsus testing capacity
is now 32,000 per day, Palace says

By AZER PARROCHA

Palace urges sex-for-pass victims
to file complaints vs. policemen

MANILA (PNA) – Malacañang said 
the country’s testing capacity for the 
coronavirus disease 2019 (Covid-19) is 
now 32,000 tests a day.

“This is to clarify that I was referring 
to our national testing capacity, which 
is now at 32,000/day, when I earlier 
mentioned that we have already 
conducted and surpassed the 30,000 
target last May 20,” Presidential 
Spokesperson Harry Roque said.

In a recent virtual Laging Handa 
public briefing, Roque said the country 
surpassed its goal by having the capacity 
to conduct 32,100 polymerase chain 
reaction (PCR) tests since May 20.

Citing government infographics, 

Roque said the country’s national testing 
capacity has increased six times from 
5,000 on April 15 to 32,100 on May 20.

He attributed the enhanced national 
testing capacity to the “Trace, Test, 
Treat” or T3 Program which targets to 
ramp up testing capacity to 30,000 tests 
per day by putting up more swabbing 
centers and laboratory testing centers in 
strategic parts of the country.

“The goal we set, through the Test, 
Trace, Treat (T3) Coalition, was to reach 
a testing capacity of 30,000 by May 30,” 
Roque said. “Our first step to increasing 
the number of daily tests conducted is to 
expand our testing capacity. This means 

(continued on page 12)

By AZER PARROCHA
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pandemic.
On April 20, 2017, agents of the 

National Bureau of Investigation 
(NBI) Anti-Human Trafficking 
Division (NBI-AHTRAD) arrested 
Deakin in a rented house in Angeles 
City, Pampanga where he was found 
in possession of computer hard 
drives containing incriminating child 
exploitation materials, sex toys and 
drug paraphernalia following a tip from 
the US Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI).

Deakin had been recording the abuse 
and selling it to foreign customers 
online.

NBI-AHTRAD chief Janet Francisco 
said this shows that they are “strongly 
pursuing those who abuse our children 
and exploit them through the internet”.

MANILA – Justice Secretary 
Menardo Guevarra said the conviction 
of American pedophile David Timothy 
Deakin proves that the country’s justice 
system is working well.

“This is proof that if law enforcement 
agencies, the prosecution service, 
and the judiciary put their heart and 
resources into it, modern technology 
could be harnessed to expedite our 
criminal proceedings,” Guevarra said.

Judge Irineo Pangilinan Jr. of the 
Angeles City Regional Trial Court 
Branch 58 sentenced Deakin on May 
26 to life imprisonment plus P2-million 
fine for three counts of “large-scale 
qualified trafficking in persons.” 

He is the first person to be convicted 
of trafficking offenses through online 
proceedings in the Philippines amid the 
coronavirus disease 2019 (Covid-19) 

DOJ lauds conviction of American 
pedophile for human trafficking

(continued on page 2)

By BENJAMIN PULTA
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‘Di ako accountant, pero gustung-gusto ko  
‘pag nag-a-add up ang mga numero.

Kada sampung taon, ine-aim ng census na makakuha ng  
tama at tumpak na bilang ng lahat ng naninirahan  
sa United States. Mas tumpak ang data, mas maraming  
oportunidad na makakatanggap ng pondong pampubliko  
ang ating komunidad. Iyon ay higit 675 bilyong dolyar  
kada taon para sa pondong pampubliko para sa mga  
schools, health clinics at roads. 

Magre-respond ako! Kayo?  
Kapag sama-sama, mas may lakas, mas may pwersa! 
 

Kumpletuhin ang census sa  

2020CENSUS.GOV/tl

Mahilig ako sa mga numero!
Tungkol ito sa 2020 Census at pondong pampubliko.

Paid for by U.S. Census Bureau
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Detroit.
It seemed that the 

root cause of this 
problem is racism, 
an issue that has 
plagued America 
since the Jim Crow 
(slavery) era.

 Almost always, the persons involved 
in the killing of poor, black people are 
white. In many such cases, policemen 
were involved. This seems to give 
credence to the claim that “the police 
have always been brutal and lawless to 
the powerless.”

But police brutality or abuse is not 
a unique problem in the U.S. It is also 
being perpetrated by unscrupulous 
policemen in other countries, including 
the Philippines.

As a neophyte journalist in the 
Philippines, I was a police reporter for 
four years, and I witnessed instances of 
police brutality and abuse. And always, 
the victims are mostly poor, illiterate 
people.

In the late 1960s, many policemen in 
the Philippines did not hesitate to use 
their guns or wooden clubs every time 
they found themselves in dangerous 
situations or when they were trying 
to extract confessions from crime 
suspects.

I once witnessed a police officer 
who freely used his wooden club on 
four bag-snatching suspects arrested 
in Quezon City. With the heavy club, 
he stuck the men with full force on 
the femur of their legs, causing the 
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Editorial

Filipino Star News accepts contributions from anyone who may want to 
share their opinions, stories and news articles. All articles submitted to 
Filipino Star News are those of the authors’ opinions and do not constitute 
our endorsement nor reflect the views of the editorial staff. Filipino Star 
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content and opinions expressed therein by the authors/writers. All articles 
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‘Police have always been brutal
and lawless to the powerless’

PLAIN RICE

Police brutality has reared its ugly 
head again.

This came as a result of the death 
of a black guy, George Floyd, in 
Minneapolis an hour after a policeman 
pressed hard his knee on Floyd’s neck 
for about seven minutes. 

The whole incident was captured on 
video, and watching it on cable news 
TV is really disturbing. I can’t help 
but pity Floyd. I felt seething anger 
against the policemen involved. Floyd 
was heard saying “I can’t breathe” two 
times, but the policemen seemed not to 
hear his plea. He died an hour later at 
a hospital.

The four policemen involved were 
summarily dismissed, but many people 
in Minneapolis felt that dismissal was 
just a slap on the wrist. The policemen 
should be charged with murder, Floyd’s 
relatives said.

Two days after the incident, 
downtown Minneapolis was literally 
burning as angry residents staged 
violent protests, clashed with anti-riot 
policemen and burned buildings.

Similar protests broke out in Los 
Angeles, California and several other 
cities across the U.S. This triggered 
fears of a repeat of the destructive 
and violent riots that took place in the 
1960s in some U.S. cities, including (continued on page 12)

The Philippines is comparatively doing well in the fight against the 
coronavirus pandemic. The death toll as of May 27 was 904, which is just a 
miniscule compared to the U.S. death toll which surpassed the 100,000 mark 
as of the same day.

This indicates that the Duterte administration is doing a better job than the 
Trump administration.

The low number of deaths in the Philippines could be attributed to various 
factors, but the draconian measures imposed by the Duterte administration to 
control the spread of the disease are seen as the principal reason for the low 
death toll.

Duterte’s reputation as a tough guy also played a key role in the successful 
efforts to enforce the harsh measures. His habit of spewing invectives and 
airing threats every now and then have struck fear in the hearts of  unscrupulous 
people, including rogue policemen.

In the fight against the coronavirus, Duterte is vested with special powers 
under Republic Act 11469 or the Bayanihan to Heal as One Law. This law 
allows the President to issue the draconian measures such as community 
lockdowns and community quarantines.

This law, however, will expire on June 30, 2020.     
Last May 26, Cagayan de Oro City Rep. Rufus Rodriguez  filed a bill seeking 

to extend Duterte’s special powers for another three months.
Rodriguez said there is an urgent need to extend the effectivity of the law 

and give Duterte more time to address the Covid-19 pandemic plaguing the 
country.

Two months after the effectivity of the law, the end to the pandemic is not yet 
in sight, Rodriguez noted.

He noted that “there are still new Covid-19 cases being reported every day 
and the country is not yet fully operating. It is clear that the pandemic will not 
be over by June 24, 2020.”

The Department of Health (DOH), in its case bulletin posted on May 27, 
reported 94 new recoveries and 18 new deaths. The total number of recovered 
cases nationwide stood at 3,506 while the death toll climbed to 904. The total 
number of active cases nationwide is 10,639.

Duterte’s special authority includes providing financial assistance of ranging 
from P5,000 to P8,000 to 18 million low-income households in April and 
May, realigning the national budget to fund Covid-19 response measures and 
procuring personal protective equipment and other supplies for front-line 
health workers.

Duterte’s detractors, particularly those belonging to leftist groups, oppose 
the Rodriguez’s bill, saying if enacted into law, it would lead to more cases of 
human rights violations.

From our standpoint, it is important to extend the effectivity of the law. In 
this extraordinary time, we must make sacrifices. It is better to be on lockdown 
than to be six feet under the ground.   

  

Duterte’s special powers must be extended

MICHIGAN, USA EDITION

TONY ANTONIO

Cartoon by Roni SantiagoCartoon by Roni Santiago
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have a very clear vi-
sion and strategies on 
how to achieve the 
goals of BP2. It helps 
that his mentor, Presi-
dent Duterte stands 
four-square behind 
him and his project 

because this may yet be one of the most 
relevant and lasting legacies of this admin-
istration. In a classic irony, the Covid 19 
pandemic which could run for months or 
years, warns that the palliative social ame-
lioration program will soon run dry.

One thing clear in BP2 program is that it 
is doable. The remaining challenge is how 
to make the program sustainable and eco-
nomically viable to the beneficiaries and 
therefore keep them in their new places of 
abode.

Having spent my years in a rural envi-
ronment, I have seen the opportunities and 
the travails of a farmer’s life. Fast forward, 
while serving as director of the Davao City 
Water District which brought me to hinter-
lands barangays, I have seen how traders 
and middlemen called jamboleros short-
changed rice, corn and vegetable farmers.

The almost successful attempt to lib-
erate farmers, fishermen, and hog raisers 
from unscrupulous traders and middlemen 
was the establishment of the Food Termi-
nal Inc. The pilot project was FTI Taguig 
and FTI Davao.

Sadly, vengeful politics mothballed all 
this along with NGA rice mills, silos and 
other valuable assets. I hate to relate how 
the vital real estate assets of FTI were cre-
atively auctioned off and sold to land de-

(continued on page 5)

The Balik Probinsya, Bagong Pag-
asa (BP2), a program initiated by Sen. 
Christopher Lawrence “Bong” Go, may 
yet be the strongest economic driver that 
runs parallel with the resumption of im-
plementation of the infrastructure projects 
stalled by the crippling coronavirus pan-
demic.

The senator has set the momentum. He 
has the support of the President and pro-
vided the vision and mission. Everyone 
lives comfortably with a decent means of 
livelihood.

Under BP2 program, the thousands of 
jobless and those living below poverty 
levels who had been lured to the nation-
al capital region and other urban centers 
with false hopes of employment are given 
a fresh start. They are those with mini-
mal skills or none at all that ventured to 
the glitzy cities and found themselves 
later in slums, sidewalks and under the 
dingy under-the-bridge talipapas. They 
are ashamed to go back as they might be 
ridiculed. But Covid-19 has dumped that 
social backlash.

This program had been tried a number 
of times in the past but failed miserably 
because the mechanisms and the strategies 
that could bring beneficial and sustainable 
means of livelihood were all lip service 
and utopian.

Senator Bong Go, however, appears to 

ney can be really 
devastating, to say 
the least. And that’s 
when we heed Mer-
lin’s advice. We need 
to face life head on 
and look at it as a 
scientist would -- 

poking and prodding a cell in a petri 
dish. 

Knowledge is power. Why? Because 
knowing gives us the leverage we need 
to take the next steps, or to simply know 
that there are steps we can choose to 
take, or not. 

Months ago, our dryer broke. A tech-
nician came to fix it. He was a very nice 
guy and as he was sharing about his life, 
he mentioned that he longs to have a 
family but knows that he will never get 
married or have kids. He claims that he 
is not able to afford it with his salary. I 
felt so sad and sorry for him. 

It’s the resignation in his voice that 
was so depressing. That he would give 
up on something that can bring him so 
much joy because he feels unable to 
provide... 

Why is he not fighting for his dream?
A poor man working on minimum 

wage can hardly support himself with 
such meager salary, how much more a 
family? He can feel so beaten and not 
even dream of a better life... But are 
there really no other options but to be 
resigned to what fate has seemingly as-
signed to you? 

I wanted to tell this young man that 
even the very poor tricycle drivers in 
Cebu, where I grew up, enjoy the plea-
sures and delights of having a wife and 
children. He is not the only human be-

“The best thing for being sad,” replied 
Merlin, beginning to puff and blow, “is 
to learn something.” 

He continues, “That’s the only thing 
that never fails. You may grow old and 
trembling in your anatomies, you may 
lie awake at night listening to the dis-
order of your veins, you may miss your 
only love, you may see the world about 
you devastated by evil lunatics, or know 
your honor trampled in the sewers of 
baser minds. There is only one thing for 
it then—to learn. Learn why the world 
wags and what wags it. That is the only 
thing which the mind can never exhaust, 
never alienate, never be tortured by, 
never fear or distrust, and never dream 
of regretting.”

—T.H. White, The Sword in the Stone
We all have experienced uncertain-

ties, confusion and even defeat. It is all 
part of the human condition. And noth-
ing is ever uniquely only ours, no mat-
ter how much we think or feel that the 
world is picking on us - just us. In fact, 
however bad things are, it is pretty cer-
tain that someone, somewhere, some-
time, has gone through the same, or 
even worse.

As there is truly no original thought, 
only many variations and recycles of 
same concepts; likewise, there are re-
ally no original circumstances. We all 
go through the ebbs and flows of life in 
all its many reruns. 

If we take it personally, this jour-

As the Covid-19 pandemic wears 
on, many of us find ourselves turning 
to comfort food. We have been mak-
ing adobo, mechado, sinigang, bulalo. 
We have been baking pan de sal, shav-
ing ice for halo halo, rolling lumpia.

Food means so many things to Fili-
pinos. It is a way of showing love 
when we feed our family and friends, 
when we ask our guests if they have 
eaten yet, when we send our loved 
ones home with carefully packed left-
overs. It is a way of remembering our 
culture and our history when we cook 
recipes handed down over genera-
tions, when we prepare the foods our 
ancestors ate. It is a testament to our 
survival when we turn last night’s din-
ner into this morning’s breakfast, no 
part of our feast wasted. 

In times like these, food is a lifeline. 
It is a constant, keeping us steady. It 
is home and memory and strength and 
hope that we will get through these 

MANILA -- The Kilusang Mag-
bubukid ng Pilipinas (KMP) said the 
Balik Probinsya Bagong Pag-Asa 
Program (BP2) espoused by the na-
tional government that aims to de-
congest the National Capital Region 
by encouraging informal settlers to 
return and settle back to their home 
provinces is nothing but an anti-poor 
policy.

KMP believes that BP2 “aims only 
to discard the urban poor population 
and further burden the rural poor. 
The program targets one million ben-
eficiaries, bit simply put, the Balik 
Probinsya Program will push the ur-
ban poor to return to the provinces 
and fend for themselves.” 

For the Balik Probinsya program 
to genuinely succeed, KMP said the 
government must have the political 
will to reverse prevailing economic 
policies and enact free land distribu-
tion, strengthen the agriculture and 
genuinely develop the rural economy.

“This is not the case for Balik 
Probinsya, Bagong Pag-asa. We do 
not see any glimmer of hope in this 

new program,” said Danilo Ramos, 
chairman of KMP.

Ramos also said that based on the 
program, the government will sup-
port the transportation, livelihood, 
housing, subsistence, and education, 
among other needs of informal set-
tlers who will avail themselves of 
the Balik Probinsya program. How-
ever, the program does not mention a 
comprehensive socio-economic  plan 
for the long-term resettlement of the 
urban poor in  provinces.  The pro-
gram also did not mention anything 
about implementing a genuine land 
reform program and working toward 
the genuine development of the rural 
economy.

“Pagbalik sa probinsya, walang 
trabaho, walang lupa na masasaka 
para sa mga maralita, apektado pa ng 
militarisasyon. Kasing hirap na kal-
agayan ang dadatnan ng mga marali-
tang tagalunsod sa Balik Probinsya 
Program,” Ramos argued.

KMP said the government failed 
to acknowledge that the mass exodus 

(continued on page 11)

(continued on page 11)

(continued on page 5)
Farmers group says ‘Balik Probinsya’
will fail without free land distribution

difficult times.
I have found my-

self craving foods 
from my childhood 
as I quarantine at 
home. I have found 
myself longing for 
kare-kare, for crispy 

pata, for bangus. I have found myself 
looking for sweets online like Choc 
Nut and pastillas.

I am not the only one. I have seen 
friends swapping recipes on social 
media. I have seen Filipinos experi-
menting with ube. I have seen people 
adapting our food for sous vide cook-
ers and Instant Pots. 

Filipino food has always been a cor-
nerstone of our community. No gath-
ering is complete without food. The 
fact that we are still finding ways to 
share our food with each other in these 
times, whether by sharing a recipe or 
posting a picture of something we 
cooked is a way of keeping us con-
nected in these times. 

It’s refreshing to see that, even in 
this troubled time, we are still inno-
vating and creating and still keeping 
our taste buds watering. Most impor-

May pag-asa
sa probinsya

LETTER FROM DAVAO
JUN LEDESMA

A BREATH OF FRESH AIR

Chapter XVII:
Learn

MAUREEN HUSTED

Food means many
things to Filipinos

BARKADA TAYO
CHRISTINE LIWAG DIXON

By MARVYN BENANING
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some 100 patients who will be chosen 
for the trial, she said.

“Pipili po tayo ng ospital na 
isasali natin sa trial na ito at sa mga 
ospital na iyon, magkakaroon tayo 
ng mga protocol kung paano naman 
natin pipiliin ang mga pasiyente. Ang 
importante dito ay (We›ll choose 
hospitals for the trials and from there 
we’ll have a protocol on the selection 
of patients. What’s important here 
is) because this is a clinical trial, 
the informed consent will be there,” 
Vergeire said.

While there is no solid evidence that 
Avigan is effective against Covid-19, in 
Japan the drug showed some promise in 
treating Covid-19 patients as some of 
them recovered after taking it.

WMR has been able to continue its 
operations to bring much needed 
medicines and medical supplies to the 
sick poor in developing countries.

Samson said that while WMR is 
shipping lesser containers than planned, 
the international relief is still going on.

He said the agency is still serving 
the Metro Detroit community with 
affordable prescriptions, durable 
medical equipment, medical supplies, 
liquid nutrition, ostomy supplies and 
adult briefs and bed pads and hundreds 
of hygiene kits.

Special funding was received to 
assist newly unemployed people who 
have low income with their prescription 
needs. People in need are asked to 
call (313)866-5333 or email at info@
worldmedicalrelief.org.

to the Covid-19 pandemic. The 
ban is aimed at stopping the spread 
of the deadly coronavirus.

The Kalayaan Festival is just one 
of the many big Filipino events 
which were cancelled due to the 
pandemic.

Earlier, the Filipino American 
National Historical Society 
(FANHS) announced it has 
cancelled its 18th Biennial 
Conference scheduled on July 15-
18, 2020 in Waikiki, Hawaii. 

With unanimous approval by its 
Board of Trustees, FANHS decided 
“to make this extraordinary 
and heartbreaking decision in 
response to the directive by health 
authorities, government officials 
and the World Health Organization 
(WHO) who declared the highly 
contagious Covid-19 as a 

greedy few at the expense of millions 
of its loyal subscribers,” Philippine 
Solicitor General Calida said.

A bill granting a provisional 
franchise to ABS CBN was introduced 
by Allan Cayetano, Speaker of the 
House of Representatives. The bill 
would allow the station to operate 
until October 31, 2020.

It was approved already on the 
second hearing but was withdrawn 
after several lawmakers raised 
constitutional issues.

Meanwhile, thousands of loyal 
subscribers of the station expressed 
disappointment over the failure by the 
government to immediately approve 
the renewal of its franchise. They said 
the refusal to grant the franchise is a 
direct attack on democracy and press 
freedom.

There were comments that President 
Duterte was behind the shutdown of 
this station. He reportedly perceived 
that the station is critical to his 
administration.

They said the vindictiveness of one 
man, even though how powerful he 
is, should not be allowed because it 

MANILA (PNA) – The Philippines is 
set to start clinical trials of an antiviral 
medicine, called Avigan, on persons 
infected with the coronavirus disease 
(Covid-19), a health official said.

In a virtual public briefing, Department 
of Health (DOH) Undersecretary Maria 
Rosario Vergeire said the department is 
preparing for the clinical trial of Avigan, 
whose generic name is “favipiravir”, 
as it coordinates with the Japanese 
government for the supply of the drug.

“’Yung ating trial for Avigan, inaayos 
na po ‘yung protocol, kumukuha na 
po tayo ng (We›re working on the trial 
protocol for Avigan and we’re already 
securing) clearances from different 
institutions,” Vergeire said.

The Japanese government will be 
providing enough supply of Avigan for 

SOUTHFIELD – In the last several 
weeks, the World Medical Relief 
(WMR) donated 70,000 gloves, 11,000 
masks, 3,000 isolation gowns and 
hoods and almost 300 liters of hand 
sanitizer to 24 community partners 
such as the local police departments, 
homeless shelters and hospitals.

WMR President and CEO George 
V. Samson also brought lunches to 
front line healthcare workers at Henry 
Ford Hospital in Detroit and Beaumont 
Hospital in Trenton. This gesture of 
gratitude was made possible with a 
donation by Nidhal Garmo, vice chair 
of the WMR’s Board of Directors. 

Meanwhile, Samson said that even 
though the number of volunteers 
needed for its international program 
was severely reduced by the Covid-19, 

The Filipino American 
Community Council (FILAMCCO) 
announced it cancelled the annual 
celebration of the “Kalayaan 
Picnic” it had scheduled on June 6, 
2020 at Halmich Park in Warren, 
due to the coronavirus pandemic. 

This is the first time in many 
years that FILAMCCO scrapped 
the Kalayaan festival which is the 
most attended outdoor event of the 
Filipino community in Michigan.

The yearly festival marks the 
celebration of the Philippine 
independence from foreign 
colonizers. In the Philippines, 
Freedom Day is celebrated on June 
12 of every year.

FILAMCCO President Wilmar 
Suan said the cancellation of the 
celebration is in compliance with 
a Michigan executive order that 
bans mass gathering of people due 

To grant or not to grant?
That is the question being asked 

about ABS-CBN network’s bid for a 
new franchise.

On May 5, 2020, ABS CBN went 
off the air as the franchise of the 
Philippines’ leading broadcast station 
to operate expired.

In 2014 or six years ago, the network 
applied for renewal of its franchise 
at the House of Representatives but 
the bills for the purpose have not 
been acted upon and up to now the 
measures have been pending. 

It was reported that ABS CBN 
allegedly committed at least two 
violations of the law that granted its 
franchise. 

First, the TV-radio network 
allegedly allowed foreign investors to 
be part owners of the company.

Second, it allegedly abused 
the privilege granted to it by the 
government when it operated a pay-
per-view channel without the approval 
by the National Telecommunications 
Commission (NTC).

“We want to put an end to what 
we discovered to be highly abusive 
practice of ABS CBN benefitting a 

PHL set to start clinical trials
on anti-viral medicine Avigan

WMR donates 70,000 gloves, 11,000
masks to police, hospitals, shelters 

FILAMCCO scraps ‘Kalayaan Picnic’
set June 6 due to Covid-19 pandemic

ABS-CBN should not be allowed
to operate sans regular franchise

By MA. TERESA MONTEMAYOR

By WILLIE.D.DECHAVEZ

(continued on page 6)

(continued on page 11)

(continued on page 11)

Photo shows World Medical Relief (WMR) President George V. Samson bringing personal protective 
equipment and other relief items to a police precinct in Southfield. 

OPINION
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MANILA (CBCP News) -- 
The first Filipino parish priest 
on New York’s Long Island died 
recently after weeks of battling 
the coronavirus.

Monsignor Romualdo “Boy” 
Sosing, a native of Northern 
Samar, died at a hospital on May 
24, 2020. He was 67.

The priest was on his second 
term as pastor of the Holy Name 
of Mary Parish in Valley Stream 
when he contracted the virus 
early May.

“It is with great sadness that 
6:15 tonight, Msgr. Sosing, 
surrounded by his family, had 
passed and is now at peace,” the 
parish church wrote in a Facebook 
post.

The Holy Name of Mary School 
also expressed condolences for 
the priest who served the parish 
since 2011.

“Monsignor Rom was a man of 
great faith, who believed in the 
power of prayer, especially the 
rosary,” said Mrs. Pam Sanders, 
HNMS principal.

“He was a kind and gentle man, 
and he will be greatly missed,” 
she added.

Fil-Am priest on Long Island, NY
died after battling coronavirus

Ordained priest for the Diocese 
of Catarman in 1977, Msgr. 
Sosing served the Diocese of 
Rockville Centre since 2004.

Previously, he served as 
administrator of St. Luke’s 
Church, Brentwood, and 
associate pastor of Notre Dame, 
New Hyde Park and St. Dominic, 
Oyster Bay.

Monsignor Sosing became a 
US citizen in 2013.

Meanwhile, it was reported 
that a Filipino missionary based 
in Spain also succumbed to 
Covid-19 on May 1.

Augustinian Fr. Gilbert Luis 
Centina III, an award-winning 
author and poet, died in León city 
in northwest Spain. He was 72.

In the Philippines, the first 
priest to die from the disease was 
recorded in the Davao region.

Fr. Arnel Celis of the Diocese 
of Tagum died on April 27, and 
the first Covid-19 death in Tagum 
City.

In Michigan, US, Filipino-
American Monsignor John Vargas 
also died of Covid-19 last month. 
The well-loved monsignor was a 
native of Virac, Catanduanes.  

Pinay worker in Illinois says
Covid-19 tested her faith in God

MANILA (PNA) – For a US-based 
Filipina medical front-liner infected 
with coronavirus disease 2019 (Co-
vid-19), there is no obstacle that she 
can’t handle because survival means 
taking charge and understanding what 
has to be done to take care of one-
self, and working with government 
and medical authorities to flatten the 
curve,

Beth Mayran, 56,a native of Cal-
bayog City, Samar, is a healthcare 
worker for almost 16 years now in a 
suburban hospital in Illinois, US. Last 
February, she said she was one of the 
health care workers assigned to take 
care of patients, though not on a daily 
basis, in the newly opened Covid-19 
Unit of the hospital where she worked.

Hardworking as most Filipinos 
overseas are, Beth developed Co-
vid-19 symptoms in early April after 
many days of exposure to Covid-19 
patients.

“The first five days I just called off 
from work and self-isolated based 
on our safety and standard protocol. 
Those first five days I had chills, body 
aches and fever. I took only Tylenol 
to ease my fever, but it only lowered 

my fever for two hours, then fever up 
to 104.7 Fahrenheit continued to per-
sist,” she recalled.

After reaching out to her hospital’s 
Employee Health services, she was 
tested on April 13 and the result was  
positive. She was advised to stop tak-
ing Tylenol so as not to mask the heal-
ing process.

She was neither encouraged to be 
in the hospital unless she develops 
chest tightness or respiratory distress. 
Most of the Covid patients, she said, 
are treated of their underlying medical 
conditions or if they have immune-
compromised conditions.

“I openly spoke to my family at 
home about our plan and safety pre-
cautions while I stayed in the base-
ment of our house strictly isolated so 
as not to compromise my family while 
I combat the disease,” she said.

She admitted to having struggled 
for two weeks, fighting the virus with 
no medication at all. On April 26, 18 
days after self-isolation, she finally 
felt relief from the grip of the virus in 
her body.
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MANILA – 
Workers of ABS-CBN 
Corp.’s entertainment 
production would be 
the first ones to go 
under a planned mass 
layoff if the media 
network is not able to 
resume its broadcasting 
operations by August.

A source, who 
has knowledge of 
the matter, told The 
Manila Times that the company has 
not issued any formal notice on the 
retrenchment as its franchise renewal 
remained pending at the House of 
Representatives.

The employees have been verbally 
notified of the move, the source 
said. The number of workers whose 
services are to be terminated by 
August 1 if there would be no positive 
developments was not disclosed.

The source noted that some of the 
staff and cameramen of ABS-CBN’s 
entertainment shows would be the 
first to be retrenched.

The broadcast giant, in a statement 
last February, said that 11,071 
employees may be laid off, including 
not just those working for the parent 
company, but also those withr ABS-
CBN subsidiaries. Of this number, 
it said 5,918 people worked directly 
for ABS-CBN as of December 
2019, comprising of 2,661 regular 
employees, 2,096 project-based 
seasonal workers, 1,069 independent 
contractors and on-camera talents 
and 92 project employees.

The source, who did not want to be 
identified, said the troubled network 
continued to pay wages on time, 
while benefits for the employees will 
be released until end-July despite the 
suspension of live shows and tapings 
due to the pandemic.

“But if ABS-CBN is allowed to 

air again before August 
or on August 1, there 
would be no layoffs,” 
the source said.

Since the Lopez-led 
firm’s free television 
and radio went off 
the air last May 5, the 
company has started 
taking advantage of its 
digital space. Almost 
two weeks ago, the 
network launched 

Online Kapamilya Shows or OKS, 
which could be watched on oks.abs-
cbn.com and via its Entertainment 
YouTube channel.

News program TV Patrol is on 
the media firm’s YouTube channel, 
Facebook page and the group’s 
streaming service iWant. Viewers 
can also watch the newscast via The 
Filipino Channel.

However, the source said the 
income ABS-CBN generates from 
its digital operations was not enough 
to pay employees’ salaries.

The traffic volume of its online 
shows was also lower than the target.

Earlier this month, ABS-CBN 
said in its 46-page petition for a 
temporary restraining order (TRO) 
against the cease-and-desist order 
by the National Telecommunications 
Commission (NTC), the network 
would lose from P30 million to 
P35 million in advertising revenues 
every day.

The House has yet to reach an 
agreement on whether to grant 
ABS-CBN’s franchise renewal. 
This may take time as many issues 
were raised during the joint hearing 
of the Committees on Legislative 
Franchises and Good Government 
and Public Accountability, including 
alleged violations of the Constitution 
and labor and tax laws, among 
others. (Manila Times)

ABS-CBN entertainment staff
and crew to be laid off first if… 

Linda related that Herbert won’t leave 
politics and showbiz for good. Right 
now, Herbert is active as a reserve officer 
of the Armed Forces of the Philippines.

Although Fil-Am singer Francisco 
Martin made it as one of top five finalists 
in the recent American Idol Season 18, 
his followers are elated. Jjudges Katy 
Perry, Luke Bryan and Lionel Richie 
echoed their admiration of his looks, 
voice and talent to hold the audience 
in awe. No doubt, more opportunities 
await him, and so with the winner Just 
Sam and runners-up Dillan James, 
Arthur Gunn and Johnny West.

Due to his publicized defense for 
Kathryn Bernardo from those who 
criticized her, Inigo Pascual drew 

“Saturdate with Kris” scheduled to be 
aired a few days ago didn’t push through 
without prior notice. Speculations were 
that Kris purposely did it so as to inject 
intrigue and push her onto the limelight 
anew. Someone close to Kris dismissed 
the claims as “hogwash.”

“Sadly, at that time Kris suffered 
fibronsyalign, PAS and migraine 
headache that made her bed-ridden. Di 
ba, natuloy ang Satudate few days ago 
when she got well? And she condoled 
too with Tessie’s family. There’s no 
truth Kris had misunderstanding with 
them,” my source quoted Kris’s chum as 
saying.

Interestingly, former singer-actress 
Helen Gamboa happened to be Tessie’s 
close chum in showbiz. She got 
emotional and broke into tears when she 
was informed about her death. Helen’s 
husband, Senator Tito Sotto, led the 
tribute to honor Tessie in the Senate.

Latest tidbits:
My long time co-writer-pals were 

reunited during a birthday bash tendered 
by former Quezon city Mayor Herbert 
Bautista. Linda Rapadas said that he had 
extended his best regards to me. This 
reminds me of our friendship during his 
teen years as acting tyro. At that time, he 
was a neighbor in Quezon city of  Cheng 
,the late dad of Aga Muhlach, one of my 
bosses at AM Productions.

Despite their be-
ing lovebirds for a 
long time now, only 
few people are aware 
what is Daniel Pa-
dilla’s most endear-
ing trait for Kathryn 
Bernardo. Due to 

the fact that lately she has been bashed 
around for her physical defects, such as 
her bow legs or ‘sakang’ in Tagalog, a 
colleague of mine queried Kathryn why 
she seemed unaffected by the attacks. Is 
it because of Daniel?

“When Daniel courted me, his en-
dearing trait amazed me. She told me 
that remember nobody is perfect.  Don’t 
mind detractors. For me, you’re totally 

Regarding Coco 
Martin and Kim 
Chiu’s attacks at 
those responsible for 
the shutdown of the 
Kapamilya station, 
their bashers retali-
ated with memes. 

They made fun of Coco’s lisp with 
stupid quotes for his support for ABS-
CBN, making him appear cock-eyed.

Blind Item:
A lovely actress denied rumors she’s 

no longer in a relationship with her 
non-showbiz lover. She said they were 
not seen together lately due to their 
respective family problems. But an 
insider in the boyfriend’s camp asserted 
there’s truth to the rumors. Allegedly, 
he caught her twice on a date with a 
guy whom she described before as an 
unknown person to her.

Her BF got so disgusted that he 
decided to break up with her. Knowing 
that he still loves the actress, those close 
to him won’t be surprised if he forgives 
her and reconciles with her.

New controversies 
hound Kris Aquino

After not being 
talked about for 
months, Kris Aquino 
found herself 
engulfed in new 
controversies. The 

first such controversy 
cropped up after the demise of her aunt, 
former Senator Tessie Aquino Oreta 
(the late Ninoy Aquino’s sibling). Not 
a few were puzzled when Kris never 
expressed condolence to the family 
of her aunt. Talks spread around that 
allegedly Kris was not in good terms 
with the family.

Second, Kris’s charity program 

negative comments. 
These were thrown 
at him by the 
avid followers of 
Maris Racal, his 
love team and 
rumored girlfriend. 
Inigo’s action has 

disappointed them. 
How come he displays concern for 
Kathryn which he has not done to 
Maris?

Reportedly, Maris appeased her fans 
and asked them not to criticize Inigo 
for his action. In truth, the two have 
been good friends for many years. So 
Maris has no reservation if Inigo fully 
supports Kathryn. 

DANIEL

HOT SHOTS

Kathryn unaffected by attacks,
cites endearing traits of Daniel

Co-stars slam Coco, Kim’s detractors

NAP ALIP

beautiful -- physi-
cally and otherwise. 
That’s why I‘ve truly 
fell in love with you. 
One’s imperfec-
tion counts nothing 
compared to beauty 
of character. Since 

then, though I would be hurt by rants 
against me, I’d keep my cool. I thank 
Daniel for his advice.” 

With that explanation, Kathryn 
showed to my source her statement at 
her Instagram to the bashers who called 
her “pangit at sakang pa.” “Oh, well just 
kiss my feet and don’t look at me any-
more. Ha, ha, ha.”

Talking seriously about her strong 
relationship with Daniel, she does not 
deny that at times, marital plunge was 
a topic of discussion. However, for the 
duo, there’s a proper time to settle down 
especially these days. Both have been 
supporting the ABS-CBN network in 
its bid to renew its franchise.

KRIS KATHRYN

In the case of Kim, they slammed 
her with jingle versions of her words 
with memes on how crazy she was 
when she compared the closure of the 
network with “batas ng classroom.” 
Thus, their colleagues countered with 
equally nasty replies.

Both Coco and Kim, however, are 
undaunted and relentless in their sup-
port for the fight for the renewal of the 
ABS-CBN franchise even if this would 
put them in bad light.
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Premium lot in the Philippines, good investment or 

place of residence.

Area: 318 square meters  

Location: Saddle and Club Subdivision

(near San Lazaro Race Track), Tanza, Cavite.

10 minutes away from provincial capitol.

Price: Negotiable 

Call Tony at Michigan Phone No.: 734-624-2349

FOR SALE

Mark Douglas Risvold, 71, husband 
of NaFFAA-Michigan president Amy 
Risvold, passed away on May 17, 2020. 

He is survived by his wife (of 45 
years) Amy,  brothers Bob, Ross (wife 
Marybeth), sister Sharan (husband Bud), 
nieces and nephews and grandkids.

Mark was a veteran in the US 
Air Force and was stationed at the 
American Air Force Base in Pleiku, 
Vietnam during the Vietnam War. He 
was awarded a certificate of exemplary 
service. He retired from work at the 

Amy Risvold’s husband passes away
family business

Amy and friends recall fond memories 
of Mark’s jolly personality, humor and 
laugh. He loved hunting and fishing. He 
was an avid Vikings football fan, and he 
enjoyed watching hockey and baseball.

His body was cremated. Plans 
are readied for memorial service to 
celebrate his life after the Covid-19 
lockdown. A Catholic mass will be 
followed by lunch, then burial at Great 
Lakes National Cemetery in Holly, 
Oakland County, Michigan.

MANILA (PNA) – The Department 
of Health (DOH) on Saturday (May 
16) registered 214 new confirmed 
coronavirus disease 2019 (Covid-19) 
cases and 101 new recoveries, 
bringing the total to 12,305 and 2,561, 
respectively.

At least 145 of the new infections 
were in Metro Manila, while the 
remaining 67 were in different 
regions.

The DOH also reported 11 new 
deaths, raising the total number to 817 

DOH registers 214 new Covid-19 
cases; death toll is now 817

as of May 16.
Based on its latest situation report, 

the total bed capacity for Covid-19 
patients stands at 13,456, at least 2,695 
are ward beds, 9,444 are isolation 
beds, and 1,317 are ICU beds.

Of the 1,953 ventilators available, 
DOH said 19.20 percent are in use.

Meanwhile, the DOH called for 
the application of medical graduates 
as “deputized physicians” to further 
augment the country’s workforce 
against Covid-19.

By GABRIELA BARON
MANILA -- “I got novel coronavirus 

(COVID-19) from my father. He 
was a frontliner, a policeman who’s 
been on duty since the start of Metro 
Manila lockdown on March 15.”

Bea dela Rosa, 24, said her father 
would always remind them to always 
stock food before the lockdown and 
take vitamins to keep their immune 
system strong during the pandemic.

Her father Roel, 49, was a police 
executive master sergeant (PEMS) 
at Camp Crame. On March 20, he 
started manifesting symptoms.

Nung umuwi siya kasi nilalagnat 
na siya (He already had fever when 
he got home). He did not want to 
get checked at Camp Crame General 
Hospital because he was afraid to get 
isolated, that nobody would take care 
of him because he was away from 
home,” Bea said.

Roel, who was suffering from 
hypertension and diabetes, was 
vulnerable to the disease. But his 
family thought it was just exhaustion 
from manning the frontlines.

They decided to bring Roel to a 
hospital when he was still exhibiting 
high fever after a few days.

Two hospitals in Rizal turned down 
admission because they were at full 
capacity, but diagnosed Roel with 
dengue. They eventually got referred 
to a nearby hospital where Roel was 
finally admitted.

Roel underwent through a series 
of tests. It was from his x-ray that 
doctors found out he had pneumonia.

During isolation
It was Bea’s birthday, March 24, 

when Roel got confined and when she 
also started showing symptoms of the 
disease.

“My family was never ready for this. 
Pero kailangan kong magpakatatag, 
kailangan kong magpalakas kasi 
ayokong makita ni papa na nanghihina 
ang loob ko.”

“But at the same time, we were 
very lucky, kasi sa ospital na ‘yun, 
allowed ang PUIs na may isang 

Daughter of a fallen frontliner
relates her pandemic experience

bantay. At least maaalagaan ko sya. 
Masasamahan ko sya. Hindi ko na 
inisip na baka magkasakit din ako 
kasi alam kong kaya ko naman ang 
sarili ko,” Bea said.

(My family was never ready for 
this. But I needed to be strong because 
I didn’t want papa to see that I was 
breaking down inside. But at the same 
time we were very lucky, because the 
hospital allowed PUIs to have one 
companion. At least I was able to take 
care of him. At least I was with him. 
I didn’t even think that there was a 
possibility that I would get the disease 
as well because I knew I could take 
care of myself.)

Bea said she had high fever that day 
but tried to fight the coronavirus by 
taking vitamins, eating healthy food, 
and staying hydrated.

“The next days in quarantine, 
nagkaubo na si papa, malalang ubo. 
May dugo na sa plema. We also 
found out that he had heart problems. 
Lagi ko siyang inaalalayan kasi alam 
kong nahihirapan siya. A few days 
later, kinailangan na rin niya ng 
oxygen support. Sobrang bilis ng mga 
pangyayari,” she added.

(The next days in quarantine, 
papa developed a serious cough. His 
phlegm had blood. We also found out 
that he had heart problems. I always 
assisted him because I knew he 
was having a hard time. A few days 
later, he had to have oxygen support. 
Everything happened so fast.)

Roel’s COVID-19 test result on 
March 28 was positive. It was also the 
day Bea started to feel the symptoms 
of the disease: high fever, diarrhea, 
cough, breathing difficulties, muscle 
pain, and colds.

She said she had to fight the virus 
because she had to be strong for 
her papa who eventually had to be 
intubated.

“Hirap na talaga siyang huminga 
(He was really having a hard time 
breathing). It was too painful to see 
your dad being intubated,” Bea said.

QUARANTINE PROTOCOL. A man inspects motorcycle riders entering San Mateo 
town at a checkpoint on Batasan-San Mateo Road in Rizal on May 27, 2020 in compliance 
with  protocols and health measures to prevent the spread of the coronavirus disease. The 
Province of Rizal has been placed under General Community Quarantine until May 31, 
2020. (PNA photo by Joey O. Razon) 

(continued on page 10)

Despite their situation, Bea said her 
father was still in high spirits; he was 
writing a lot and was video-chatting 
with his sons at home.

Another COVID-19 test
Bea eventually had to leave her 

papa because she had to get tested 
for COVID-19 herself. Doctors said 
her lungs and complete blood count 
(CBC) were normal and she didn’t 
need to get confined.

After about three hours, Bea 
returned to the emergency room, 
excited to bring the good news to her 
papa. That was when she saw Roel 

having seizures.
“My heart was breaking at that 

moment, imagine seeing your most 
loved one na nagse-seizure, fighting 
for his life, ni wala akong karamay, 
‘yung mga kapatid ko nasa bahay, 
naka-video chat lang kami noong 
unresponsive na si papa,” Bea said.

(My heart was breaking at the 
moment, imaging seeing your most 
loved one having seizures, fighting for 
his life, with no one to comfort me, 
my sibling were at home, we were 
video-chatting when papa became 
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“The rest of the country will be 
placed under the modified general 
community quarantine. That is very 
clear now,” he said.

Duterte said Presidential 
Spokesperson Harry Roque, would 
give updates on the possible changes in 
the latest classification of community 
quarantine in some places in the 
country.

“In other areas, it will be again 
on a piecemeal basis depending on 
the viability of the place to meet the 
challenges of Covid-19. From time to 
time, Secretary Roque will give us the 
places where there will be changes,” he 
said.

Metro Manila, Laguna, Bataan, 
Bulacan, Nueva Ecija, Pampanga, and 
Zambales are under MECQ until May 
31.

ECQ was earlier imposed in Cebu 
and Mandaue cities from May 16 to 31 
since these are considered as high-risk 
areas for Covid-19 while the rest of the 
country were placed under GCQ until 
May 31.

Duterte said the government needs 
to continue the imposition of strict 
quarantine measures to ensure the 
Filipinos’ protection against Covid-19.

“The state has every right to control 
your movement if you pass on a 
contagion to the other population,” he 
said.

Duterte’s latest announcement 
was different from the supposed 
recommendations of the IATF-EID 
contained in the leaked resolution 
circulating on social media.

Resolution 40, which was 
allegedly approved by the IATF-EID, 
recommended the implementation of 
MECQ in Cebu City.

The leaked resolution also stated 
that beginning June 1, GCQ would be 
imposed in Baguio City; Pangasinan; 
Cagayan Valley; Central Luzon; Metro 
Manila; Calabarzon; Albay; Iloilo City; 
Central Visayas, except Cebu City; 
Zamboanga City; and Davao City.

Duterte did not mention that Cebu 
City will be placed under MECQ. 

NaFFAA...
(continued from page 1)

PHL set...
(continued from page 6)

ABS-CBN should...
(continued from page 6)

However, health experts cautioned 
against its use because the drug has one 
dangerous potential side effect -- birth 
defects.

“Nais din namin hilingin sa mga 
nagsasagawa ng trials at sa publiko 
na lubos na mag-ingat sa paggamit 
ng Avigan dahil ayon sa mga datos, 
ang Avigan ay hindi ligtas gamitin ng 
mga buntis (We›re requesting those 
conducting the trials and the public to 
take caution in taking Avigan because 
various data show that Avigan is not safe 
for pregnant women),” Vergeire said.

tramples on constitutional rights.
There is a separation of powers 

between the legislative and executive 
branches, but as we know, President 
Duterte controls the Senate and the 
House of Representatives through his 
allies in both chambers. 

ABS-CBN is committed to pay 
the salaries of its workers for three 
months. It was reported that ABS 
CBN has 11,000 employees, including 
the regular and contractual workers.

I am against the operation of ABS 
CBN without a franchise. We need to 
follow the law or else we end up in a 
total chaos.

The House of Representatives should 
proceed with the hearings on the 
renewal application. During the 
hearing, Congress should look into 
the labor issues, tax evasion issues 
and the question over the citizenship 
ofABS CBN Chairman Emeritus 
Gabby Lopez. The lawmakers may 
also look into allegations of political 
bias in the network’s  news coverage.

There is no need to blame others and 
finger pointing. House Speaker Allan 
Cayetano had earlier put the blame on 
the NTC and Solicitor General Calida.

As a subscriber of ABS-CBN’s 
The Filipino Chanel that is aired in 
the United States, I am confident the 
network will be back in the air waves 
soon, but this will come after it is 
legitimately granted another 25-year 
franchise.

Farmers...
(continued from page 5)

of the rural population from provinc-
es to urban centers was brought about 
by rampant land grabbing, land-use 
conversion and massive displace-
ment from farm lands. “Napalayas 
sa mga bukid sa probinsya ang mga 
mamamayan kaya sila napilitan na 
maghanap ng trabaho at kabuhayan 
sa mga lunsod at sa Metro Manila. Ito 
ang paulit-ulit na kwento ng masang 
mahihirap at hindi Balik Probinsya 
ang solusyon dito,” the peasant leader 
said. 

The group said the government 
prioritized land-use conversion in-
stead of land reform over the past 
decades and allowed big businesses 
such as real estate, commercial, and 
service industries to encroach on vast 
agricultural land.

“Walang pag-asa sa Balik Probin-
sya ni Duterte kung walang lupa at 
kabuhayan sa kanayunan,” Ramos 
said as he noted that the Depart-
ment of Agrarian Reform has in fact 
fast-tracked the land conversion pro-
cess.  From 1988 to 2016, the DAR 
approved the conversion of almost 
100,000 hectares of agricultural land, 
predominantly in CALABARZON 
that lie on the fringes of Metro Manila. 

Pinay worker ...
(continued from page 8)

of thoughts. Focus and self-awareness 
are vital to get through it. Having no 
medication, mindset is very important 
too. I used a basic approach both tra-
ditional and practical to fight the dis-
ease,” she said.

She recalled that she lost her sens-
es of taste and smell at the height of 
her struggle with the virus, and hav-
ing high fever and chills almost every 
day for 12 days coupled with body 
aches and dry cough easily drained 
her strength.

“There were days that I could tol-
erate only drinking water, freshly 
squeezed juices, homemade ginger 
tea and salted water. I just regained 
my appetite a few days ago,” she said.

The family support system proved 
beneficial for Beth whose family pro-
vided a reason for her higher level of 
well-being, and better coping skills.

“My family is so supportive of me. 
They assisted me with my needs while 
adhering to the mandated social dis-
tancing, good hand washing and using 
masks at home,” she added.

Although they communicate only 
by phone and that they only leave her 
food and drinks outside her room, she 
said having open communication with 
them eased possible misunderstand-
ings, unnecessary fears and the risk of 
transmitting the virus to other mem-
bers of the family.

Although it wasn’t an easy fight 
for Beth, she attributed her courage 
and resilience to get through with the 
disease to her childhood life and up-
bringing in a remote village in Samar.

“This virus tested my faith when 
that’s all the option for me, to hope 
against hope and to never cave in 
unless surrendering means winning. 
It’s spirit over matter. I always be-
lieve that in my weakest, God is my 
strength,” she said.

She admits to being a private person 
but is happy to share her experience if 
it can help her kababayan (fellow Fili-
pinos) to stay focused, be cooperative 
and help in containing this disease.

 Beth is now up and about and grate-
ful to be back on her feet.

“I want to be strong and be ready 
to work this coming week,” she said, 
adding that she already attended an 
office online town hall meeting the 
other day through WebEx.

FILAMCCO...
(continued from page 8)

pandemic.
Also, the Philippine Nurses 

Association of Metro Detroit 
(PNA-MetD) announced 
it scrapped its 2nd Annual 
Educational Conference set on 
May 30, 2020 in the St. Mary’s 
Mercy Hospital in Livonia because 
of the pandemic. 

velopers practically for a song. FTI facili-
ties were not maintained so that the new 
centurions could sell these. Recently they 
gave FTI a new name to cover the despi-
cable abuse and pillage of the past. It is 
time to revisit it. There may be something 
there that can still be salvaged.

Let me take off from here to enunciate 
my view that Senator Bong Go’s BP2 can 
take off in a short term. Here is my two 
cents worth:

I understand that there are now thou-
sands of squatter families living in the 
ghettos, pedestrian lanes, along reels, and 
underneath bridges who want to avail of 
BP2 program. They have to be categorized 
according to their skills. Not everybody 
loves the smell of the earth, not everyone 
can hammer a nail right (look what hap-
pened to Mar Roxas), not everyone knows 
how to even put bait on a fish hook and not 
a few mistake cogon grass for rice (like 
an agriculture secretary). Categorizing of 
target beneficiaries is key to the success of 
BP2.

It is noteworthy that the senator is fo-
cused on agriculture category which can 
be subdivided into sub-sectors, like: Rice 
and Corn, Vegetable and Fruits, Fishing, 
and Hog and Poultry

Senator Go hinted that the Depart-
ment of Budget and the Department of 
Agriculture may realign the DA’s budget 
to address the necessary capital require-
ment to jumpstart the implementation of 
the program. They might consider open-
ing a special financing window for BP2 in 
the Development Bank of the Philippines 
and Land Bank. The DA must provide 
the technical assistance and initial seeds, 
seedlings, fingerlings and other agricul-
tural inputs.

The Department of Agrarian Reforms 
will be tasked to open resettlement areas 
identified by DENR and DA. This com-
prehends of land distribution and initial 
preparation for the settlers to be able to 
start with the cultivation of their preferred 
project immediately.

Every family which will be relocated 
will need shelter. Since BP2 is a rapid 
deployment, temporary shelters must be 
provided. For permanent housing provi-
sion, The National Housing Authority 
must come up with a basic pre-fabricated 
2-room housing unit design which the 
awardees will be able to expand later. This 
should be bid out. Labor to be used must 
come from carpenters, plumbers, masons 
from the BP2 beneficiaries. (Local labors 
should be given the opportunity to partici-
pate).

I would estimate that the gestation pe-
riod of all these project undertakings will 
be from three to four months. Within this 
period a parallel undertaking may be done, 
among these are organizing cooperatives 
for each sector to be able to avail of cheap 
financing, implements and inputs.

That’s all for now. Complicated? It’s 
easier than how it looks when all hands 
are on deck.

Letter from Davao
(continued from page 5)
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suspects to loudly cry and roll in pain. 
They were paralyzed instantly. I could 
hear the sound of bones cracking.

They were later freed without any 
charges filed. But the officer warned 
that if they do their nefarious activities 
again in the city, he would not hesitate 
to kill them.

Another case of brutality that I 
witnessed took place right inside the 
Manila police headquarters. A robbery 
suspect was brought to the office of 
the theft and robbery section at dawn. 
Possibly anticipating that he is going to 
be tortured if he denies he committed 
the crime for which he was arrested, he 
immediately confessed.

After the policeman assigned to 
the case finished the paper work, the 
suspect was asked to strip his shirt 
and do a stationary jog. After a while, 
he was perspiring profusely. The 
policeman switched on a big electric 
fan at full volume with the stream of 
air focused directly at the man’s back.

After about five minutes, the electric 
fan was switched off. The man was 
ordered again to jog until he was 
sweating a lot. Then the fan was again 
switched on. This was repeated two 
more times. Then the man was released 
without any charges filed.

At that time, I did not realize what 
was the purpose of the whole process. A 
few days later, I and my fellow reporters 
found out that the man was hospitalized 
after he experienced frequent, violent 
coughing. He was suffering from a 
serious pulmonary disease.

These kinds of police abuses, I 
believe, are still happening in the 
Philippines. But there are even more 
brutal police tactics being done 
these days. This is evident in “Oplan 
Tokhang” in which thousands of poor 
people were killed on suspicion they 
were involved in the illegal drug trade.

Yet, we do not see a widespread 
outrage of police brutality in the 
Philippines. And that’s tragic in a 
democratic society.   

Plain Rice...
(continued from page 4) Mayweather calls Pacquiao old man;

Pinoy legend replies: He is just envious

Daughter...
(continued from page 10)

unresponsive.)
“Siguro nga ayun na ‘yun, oras na 

niya (I guess that was it, it was his 
time). Papa already reunited with our 
mama after 16 years.”

For Bea, two things hurt the most: 
first was they had to mourn on their 
own. They were unable to hold a 
traditional wake because her father’s 
body was cremated the day after he 
died. Second, she was not allowed to 
hug her siblings when she got home.

Finally COVID-19 free
Even if it cost her her health, Bea 

said she was still grateful to have 
spent her papa’s last ten days with 
him.

“Lahat ‘yun (It was all) worth the 
risk. I sacrificed everything just to 
take care of him, and I was so grateful 
na God gave me a chance to be with 
him during his last ten days. We are 
thankful that papa was with me,” she 
added.

Bea just got her second negative 
COVID-19 swab test result on Friday, 
May 15. Finally, after four tries, the 
result came out negative twice. She is 

finally out of the woods.
A patient must test negative for 

coronavirus twice before being 
considered recovered by the 
Department of Health.

Bea bared her plan to donate her 
plasma to other COVID-19 patients.

“I may not [have been] able to save 
my dad before, [but] at least I can save 
someone who needs it,” Bea said.

She said her family experienced 
discrimination, but her experience 
during the pandemic made her wiser 
to choose which battle to fight.

“I’ve learned how to control myself 
at never naman akong pumatol sa 
kahit anong negativity na binabato sa 
amin (I just ignored those who were 
throwing negativity at us),” Bea said.

She encouraged everyone to reach 
out to people struggling.

“You have no idea how empathy 
and compassion could save someone. 
Maaaring maliit na bagay lang ‘yun sa 
inyo, pero sa amin, malaking bagay 
na ito (For you, it may mean nothing, 
but for us, it could mean so much),” 
Bea ended. (Manila Bulletin)

Palace...
(continued from page 2)

more accredited laboratories and more 
automated machines so that we are 
capable of testing up to 30,000 plus per 
day.”

He said the next step is to improve 
the efficiency “so that our laboratories 
are capable of using that capacity to the 
highest level possible”.

“To achieve this, we need to a) 
improve our human resources through 
proficiency training, especially on the 
use of automated machine, b) improve 
our supply chain management of critical 
supplies for our labs, and c) improve our 
data management to verify and release 
results faster,” he added.

Roque cited the initiative of the 
private sector under the T3 Coalition 
in reaching the country’s initial target 
ahead of the May 30 deadline.

The T3 Program is being headed by 
National Policy Against Covid-19 deputy 
chief implementer Vivencio Dizon.

“Sa nagtatanong bakit nilagay 
si Vince Dizon, ayan po malinaw po sa 
sikat ng araw ang kasagutan (For those 
asking why Vince Dizon heads the 
program, the answer is as clear as day),” 
he said.

The PCR-based test kits are still 
considered as the “gold standard” 
for diagnosing Covid-19 infections, 
according to health authorities.

For the PCR tests, trained professionals 
use nose and throat swab samples to find 
out whether a person has coronavirus.

Rapid anti-body test kits use blood 
samples which are unable to detect 
the virus but instead measures a 
patient’s antibodies through the sample. 
These tests are still subjected to PCR 
confirmatory tests.

Roque had earlier said the government 
aims to test 1.5 percent to 2 percent of the 
country’s over 100 million population.

Meanwhile, Roque said the country is 
now aiming to achieve its goal of having 
66 laboratories that can detect Covid-19 
by the end of the month. The country has 
42 national Covid-19 laboratories as of 
May 24.

MANILA (PNA) – A total of 14,843 
hotel rooms across Metro Manila are 
available for use of returning overseas 
Filipino workers (OFWs) and select 
guests amid the coronavirus disease 
2019 (Covid-19) pandemic, the 
Department of Tourism (DOT) said.

Based on latest data it released, 
DOT said 150 hotels in the region 
have been allowed to operate during 
the modified enhanced community 
quarantine (MECQ). These hotels 
account for a total of 53,413 rooms, 
with around 72.2 percent or 38,570 of 
which are occupied.

The DOT said the hotels are 

MANILA -- Reigning World 
Boxing Association (WBA) super 
welterweight champion Manny 
Pacquiao said he had no problem 
rebuffing young contenders such as 
Mikey Garcia, Danny Garcia and 
Errol Spence Jr., who wish to fight 
him after the coronavirus pandemic 
or in the future.

Reacting to Floyd Mayweather 
Jr.’s recent comment, the 41-year-
old fighting senator retorted that 
for now, he has no plan of calling 
it quits in boxing despite his age or 
the coronavirus disease (Covid-19) 
pandemic, which has stopped all 
sports activities worldwide.

“Naiingit lang ‘yun [si] 
(Mayweather Jr.) kasi retired na siya. 
Kami, active pa, at saka may korona 
pa tayo (He is just envious because 
he’s already retired. We’re still active 
and have a crown),” Pacquiao, the 
eight-division world champion, 
told The Manila Times in a phone 
interview.

The strategically retired 
Mayweather Jr., unbeaten in 50 
fights and with 27 knockouts under 
his belt, said to boxinginsider.com, 
through Fighthype.com reporter Ben 
Thompson last May 12, that young 
fighters should not chase the “old 
man” Pacquiao, who has a 62-7-2 win-
loss-draw record with 39 knockouts.

“It’s sad that you hear guys say, ‘I 
want to fight Manny Pacquiao,’” said 
Mayweather Jr. to Thompson. “But 

14,000 hotel rooms available
for use by OFWs -- DOT

accommodating a total of 17,479 
OFWs, including 11,658 business 
process outsourcing (BPO) workers, 
6,088 long-staying guests, 1,128 
healthcare workers, 230 transit 
foreigners, and other front-liners.

Since the coronavirus outbreak, 
more than 29,000 overseas Filipinos 
returned to the Philippines and have 
undergone facility-based quarantine 
and testing. Of this number, 19,610 
are sea-based, while 9,741 are land-
based.

More OFWs are expected to arrive 
as the Department of Foreign Affairs 
continues its repatriation efforts. 

Manny Pacquiao is 41 now. Don’t 
chase him. You young guys chase 
each other. But stop chasing this old 
man. If the opportunity presents itself, 
go out and do what you got to do.

“Let Manny Pacquiao pick and 
choose who he wants to fight. With 
everything he’s accomplished, 
hopefully, he’s made some smart 
investments.”

But Pacquiao doesn’t care about 
what Mayweather Jr. says or thinks 
or whether he gets to fight him in the 
future or not.

“Hindi ko pa iniisip muna ‘yan. 
Iniisip ko pa ‘yung mga kababayan 
natin at kung paano ma-resolve itong 
problema (I’m not thinking about that 
yet. I’m concerned first and foremost 
about our countrymen and about 
how to resolve this pandemic),” said 
Pacquiao.

When asked about his physical 
condition, he gave his usual confident 
reply, “Okay naman ako (Yes, I’m 
okay).”

He downplayed any retirement 
plans, too. “Wala naman, walang 
problema (No plans yet; no problem). 
Actually, kakatapos ko lang sumuntok 
sa (I just finished hitting the) punching 
bag. Wala pa (No retirement yet). 
Nagte-training pa naman ako (Yes, 
I’m still training). Okay naman (Yes), 
God is good all the time.”

Pacquiao also said all his boxing 
negotiations are suspended due to the 
pandemic. (Manila Times)
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MANILA (PNA) – Twenty-four 
hospitals are participating in the World 
Health Organization (WHO) Solidarity 
Trials, an international clinical trial to test 
the effectiveness of a possible vaccine 
for coronavirus disease 2019 (Covid-19).

This was bared in President Rodrigo 
Duterte’s ninth report to Congress on the 
national government’s Covid-19 response 
efforts. However, the participating 
hospitals were not listed in the report.

Of the 24 hospitals, 16 are recruiting 
participant-patients. There are currently 
157 participant-patients or enrollees in 
the clinical trials.

The Philippines’ participation in the 
WHO Solidarity Trial has been approved 
by the Single Joint Research Ethics Board 
on April 17 in support of the Covid-19 
global response.

For the Avigan Trials, two additional 
sites have been identified bringing the 
total to five identified sites as of May 20.

Duterte expressed readiness to conduct 
clinical trials of Avigan, a Japanese anti-
viral drug, for the potential treatment of 
Covid-19 on April 15.

Presidential Spokesperson Harry 
Roque announced that Malacañang is 
looking forward to having the country 
join clinical trials for a vaccine against 
Covid-19 by the last quarter of 2020.

He said Duterte expressed optimism 
over news that some clinical trials for 
the development of Covid-19 vaccine are 
showing early promising results.

Hindi pa huli, may oras pa upang 
sumagot sa 2020 Census online, 
sa pamamagitan ng telepono o sa 
pamamagitan ng koreo! 

Higit sa 60 porsyento ng mga 
sambahayan ng Estados Unidos ang 
sumagot na sa palatanungan ng 2020 
Census — halos 89 milyong mga sagot. 
Pinagsisikap ng Census na makakuha 
ng tumpak na bilang ng ating mga 
magkakaibang mga pamayanan sa ating 
bayan.

Apat sa bawat limang mga kabahayan 
na sumagot sa 2020 Census ay sumagot 
online sa 2020census.gov, ayon sa 
Census Bureau.

“Salamat, Amerika, sa inyong tulong. 
Ngunit hindi pa tayo tapos. Ngayon, 
kailangan namin ang inyong tulong 
upang makamit ang pangwakas na 
layunin na mabilang ang lahat ng mga 
tao sa Estados Unidos,” sabi ni Steven 
Dillingham, Census Bureau Director, sa 
isang video na ipinakita sa bansa.

Ang karamihan ng mga sambahayan 
ay nagsimulang tumanggap ng paanyaya 
sa koreo na sumagot sa 2020 Census 
noong Marso, kasunod ng mga paalala at 

24 hospitals participating in WHO 
solidarity trials of possible vaccine

“We expect involvement in the vaccine 
clinical trials by the last quarter of 2020 
with the Department of Science and 
Technology (DOST) taking a lead role,” 
Roque said in a statement.

He made the remarks a day after 
the Inter-Agency Task Force for the 
Management of Emerging Infectious 
Diseases (IATF-EID) approved 
recommendations for the country to join 
clinical trials for prospective vaccines.

The IATF-EID approved the 
Philippines’ collaboration with 
organizations Adimmune Corporation, 
Academia Sinica, Chinese Academy 
of Science-Guangzhou Institute 
of Biomedicine and Health, and 
Sinopharma-Wuhan Institute of 
Biological Products and Beijing Institute.

The four groups will be provided with 
the WHO’s requirements for Covid-19 
vaccine target product profiles; pre-
qualification process for WHO approvals; 
and the FDA’s updated guidelines on 
clinical trials.

The Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) will facilitate the issuance of a 
permit for the conduct of the clinical trial 
in the country.

Duterte, in his public address delivered 
on May 19, sought the immediate 
purchase of a vaccine for the treatment 
of Covid-19 once it is available.

Once available, Malacañang said the 
government would provide free vaccines 
to the disadvantaged.

By GABRIELA BARON By MARVYN N. BENANING

By AZER PARROCHA

MANILA -- Human rights group 
Hustisya has condemned President 
Duterte and the  Armed Forces of the 
Philippines (AFP) for the brutal murder 
of Carlito “Ka Carletz” Badion, 52, 
the national general secretary of the 
Kalipunan ng Damayang Mahihirap 
(KADAMAY) in Ormoc City, Leyte 
on May 28, 2020.

Speaking for Hustsya, Evangeline 
Hernandez said before the torture and 
murder of Badion, he was threatened 
with death by AFP agents.

On the night of his murder, armed 
men raided the hut he was staying 
in, bundled him off to the seashore 
in Barangay Guintigui-an, stole his 
cellular phone and laptop and tortured 
before he was shot in the head.

“As a national leader and organizer 
of Kadamay, he had been the subject 
of Duterte’s fury and insults as well 
harassment. Kadamay had long been 
the target of suppression by Duterte and 
his minions,” Hernandez explained.

“Duterte openly tagged Kadamay as 
anarchist when its members occupied 
abandoned mass housing projects 
in Bulacan that were bankrolled by 
millions of pesos in taxpayer money. 

MANILA – Fact-verifiers should 
flag the geotag that identifies the 
Philippines as “Province of China” and 
“North Philippines, Province of China” 
on social media apps Facebook and 
Instagram, Malacañang said recently.

Presidential Spokesperson Harry 
Roque called on Vera Files and Rappler 
to flag the geotag, stressing that it was 
their job as fact-checkers to prevent 
fake news from spreading on social 
media.

“Tinatawagan ko ng pansin po ng 
Vera Files at Rappler, sila po yung 
mga fact verifiers ng Facebook. Bakit 
naman po nakalusot ito (I am calling 
the attention of Vera Files and Rappler 
because they are the fact verifiers 
of Facebook. How did this slip past 
them)?” he said in a virtual presser.

Last year, Facebook announced 
its partnership with Vera Files and 
Rappler for a third-party fact-checking 
program to identify and reduce the 
reach of false news.

Roque dismissed the geotag as fake 
news and refused to comment any 
further.

“Sana po yung fake news ay talagang 
i-flag nila dahil ito po clearly fake 

Rights group condemns murder
of top Kadamay leader in Leyte

‘Fact-checkers should flag geotag 
labeling PHL as China province’

Despite the threats to his life, Ka 
Karletz continued to organize workers 
and urban poor,” the Hustisya leader 
revealed.

“As the end of Duterte’s term nears, 
he has brazenly implemented violent 
measures and implemented fascist 
campaigns,” Hernandez argued

Recently, he railroaded the 
amendments to the Anti-Terror Law of 
2007 at the House of Representatives 
that would grant him an ocean of 
opportunity to violate civil and 
political rights while stripping the 
military and police of any culpability 
for such violations.

“He is shamelessly, brazenly but 
pathetically pushing ‘Cha-Cha’ 
(Charter Change) as he is obsessed 
with extending his term and staying in 
power for eternity,” Hernadez pointed 
out.

“Hustisya joins the call of Kadamay 
and the broad masses of our people 
for justice for Ka Carletz and all other 
victims of the heinous crimes and 
buman rifhts violations by Duterte 
and his underlings. Duterte will never 
triumph over a people united in facing 
his fascist attacks,” she concluded.

news. Hindi na po dapat komentan (I 
hope they flag this fake news because 
it’s clearly fake news. I shouldn’t 
comment on it),” he said.

Earlier, Senator Risa Hontiveros 
condemned the geotag, saying that it 
should be taken seriously even though 
it was believed to be a joke.

Hontiveros said the sound of the 
phrase was as “infuriating” as having 
Filipino fishermen bullied by Chinese 
in the West Philippine Sea.

She encouraged mass reporting to 
remove the geotag from the options for 
users as they try to pin the location of 
their posts on social media.

“Kahit biro pa itong ‘Philippines 
Province of China’ na geotag, wag 
nating hayaang ma-normalize ito (Even 
if this Philippines Province of China 
geotag is just a joke, let’s not allow this 
to be normalized). Let’s mass report,” 
she said in her Twitter account.

60 porsyento ng mga sambahayan
ay sumagot na sa 2020 Census

isang palatanungan sa papel. Sa Agosto, 
ang mga census takers ay magsisimulang 
bisitahin ang mga kabahayan na hindi 
pa sumasagot sa 2020 Census.

Ang Census Bureau ay nagpatuloy 
ng ilang mga field operations sa mga 
piling geographic areas mula noong 
unang bahagi ng Mayo, habang inaalala 
ang kalusugan at kaligtasan ng kanilang 
mga tauhan at ng publiko. Ang lahat ng 
mga pabalik na staff ay makakatanggap 
ng pagsasanay sa social distancing 
protocols at personal protective 
equipment.

“Ang pagsagot sa 2020 Census ay 
isang bagay na maaari mong gawin sa 
loob ng iyong tahanan kung saan kayo 
ay malayo sa panganib at nagso-social 
distancing,” sabi ni Dillingham. Maaari 
mong mapanood ang buong pahayag ni 
Director Dillingham sa video na naka-
link dito.

Ito’y napakadaling gawin. Maaari 
mong kumpletohin ang census online 
sa my2020census.gov, o sumagot sa 
pamamagitan ng telepono o mail – maari 
mo itong gawin na hindi kinakailangang 
makipagtagpo sa isang census taker.
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